
In one of the concert halls in a Paris suburb, Bacalan, a concert hall was subjected to a terrorist attack by a suicide 
bomber in November of 2015. There were many casualties. Ninety concertgoers lost their lives, one hundred were 
critically wounded, and many other suffered less serious injuries. 

It was a national tragedy. 

Not surprisingly, the international media seized on the victims of the attack, their families, and the terrorist responsible 
for the bloodshed. 

Little coverage was given to the band that performed at the concert site, a heavy metal group named Eagles of Death 
Metal”. Just moments before the attack they paid homage to Satan in a song. The words of the song are disturbing: 

“Who’ll love the devil? 

Who’ll sing his song? 

Who will love the devil and his song? 

I’ll love the devil. 

I’ll sing his song. 

I will love the devil and his song.” 

The young people roared their approval. 

Moments later, all hell broke loose. What followed was a sickening violence, death and destruction failing to take the 
supernatural seriously often has deadly consequences! 

In our post-Christian age, many people believe that the devil does not exist. They believe he is only a fantasy, a myth, 
and the product of a wild imagination. How can one take seriously the devil in our scientific age? 

Not so, Jesus. He called Satan the Father of lies, the Prince of darkness and a murderer from the beginning. On the eve 
of his passion he warned Peter that the devil wanted to sift him as wheat. 

At the end of the Second World War, Emil Brunner, a distinguished German theologian, recommended that the late 
Adolf Hitler be given an advance degree in theology if for no other reason, that he convinced the world of the devil’s 
existence. 

Satan in the New Testament means the enemy, the adversary. The word devil (diabolos in Greek) means slanderer. 

Evil is not an abstraction. No, it is a living, spiritual and corrupt being. Scripture refers to the devil as the ruler of the 
world. He has authority over those he rules.  

And the devil said to Christ, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I 
give it to anyone I please (Lk. 4:6) 

In Luke’s account of Our Lord’s temptation in the desert, Jesus enters into the history of his own people, into the 
mystery of human existence. He singles out three specific temptations, or three roads to hell: the pleasure of the senses, 
the allurement of power and the seduction of honor and glory. 

Pope Benedict once wrote about a desert monk who had a vision of the devil. 

As expected, the devil was ugly. 

But there was something about him that the monk reflected on afterward. Satan had no knees. 

The essence of Satan is that he will not bow to God. 

He does not want us to kneel before the Lord, the giver of Life. 

He wants to be worshiped. 

Lent is a time of spiritual training. We must use the weapons of faith at our disposal: prayer, listening to the Word of 
God, availing ourselves of the sacraments and doing works of penance. 

The terrible situation in the Ukraine is a painful reminder of the presence of the Evil One. Tellingly, the President of the 
country, Mr. Zelensky referred to the Russians as “devils”. Many have called Putin, the Russian despot, Satan. 

May we make our daily prayer an urgent appeal to God that we may be delivered from the Evil One. 


